
To report a wild fire 

    Dial 111 

Watch Bernie for fire danger 
warnings throughout the summer 

Fire safety 
for 

rural areas of the 
Wanganui District 

 
Fire Season Status 

 

The fire season officially starts on the 1st of  
October each year and runs to the 31st of March 
the following year. However, this may be  
extended if conditions are dry or shortened by 
early seasonal rains.  

 
Open Fire Season means 
No Fire Permit required to light a fire in the 
open air. 
 
Restricted Fire Season means 
A Fire Permit is needed for fires in the open air. 
 
Prohibited Fire Season means 
Lighting of fires in the open air is not permitted 
and all existing Fire Permits are cancelled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you insured if 
something goes wrong? 

 
Your insurance should cover: 

 
• Cost of fire fighting. 
 
• Property loss and replacement. 
 
• Household effects, structures, crops,  
• forests, vehicles and plant. 
 
• Public liability to cover the costs of loss 

to a third party should fire escape from 
your property. 

Do You Know…….. 
 

Under the Forest and Rural Fires Act 1977, a 
person who starts a fire can be charged with the 
costs of extinguishing it. 
 
 
To fill a monsoon bucket efficiently, a dam must 
be at least 1.5 metres deep. 
 
 
A Fire Permit will not absolve you from  
responsibility for a fire should it escape. 
 
 
Wanganui District Council and the Department 
of Conservation are the Fire Authorities for all 
fires outside the urban boundary.  
 
The New Zealand Fire Service responds to all 
calls. 
 
 
Many species of native vegetation are easily 
ignited.  Moderate to high flammability species 
are:  Totara, Ake-ake, Tree Ferns, Mingimingi, 
Kanuka and Manuka. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Zealand Fire Service 06 348-0103 
Wanganui District Council 06 349-0001 
Department of Conservation 06 348-8475 

 
DIAL 111 

IN EMERGENCIES 

For further information or a  
Fire Permit please phone: 



 Fire Permit information and map showing fire restriction zones within Wanganui District 

You need a Fire Permit 365 days a year if you 
wish to light a fire in the open air within 1 km of 
a Department of Conservation reserve or within 
the Rural Fire Zones. 

Fire Permits are FREE 

The Wanganui District Council inspects Fire  
Permit sites not controlled by the Department of  
Conservation. Wanganui District Council issues 
Fire Permits on Thursdays and Fridays. Apply 
for your Fire Permit early. 
 
Small burns under two hectares require a  
minimum of 48 hours’ notice. 
 
For large burns over two hectares you will need 
to give a minimum of two weeks notice as a 
Burn Plan may be required.  This will give time 
for inspections and implementation of any  
additional permit conditions. 
 
One of our Fire Officers can help you with any 
questions you may have. 

Obtaining a Fire Permit 

Helpful Tips 
• Obtain a long-range weather forecast. 
• Burning during the heat of the day or 

when windy is dangerous. 
• Are water supplies signposted and can 

they be reached by fire fighting  
      vehicles? 

Phone 
 New Zealand Fire Service:06 348-0103  
Wanganui District Council:06 349-0001 

Department of Conservation:06 348-8475 
 

• Know your Rapid number. 

• Fit smoke detectors in your home. 

• Install a home sprinkler system - 
like having a fire fighter in every 
room. 

• Have you identified escape routes 
and practised evacuation drills? 

• Are your fire extinguishers tested 
and in good working order? 

• Have you adequate distances be-
tween buildings, particularly hay 
barns? 

• Fit spark arrestors to all machinery. 

• Clear driveways of overhanging 
vegetation 3m x 3m to enable easy 
access for all emergency services. 

• Clean out dams and water tanks 
regularly. 

• Do you know your neighbours?   

• Notify neighbours and your Fire 
Authority if you are planning a 
large burn. 

• Check with Horizons Regional 
Council for materials that can not 
be burnt. 

 

 

Help us to help you prevent wild fires 

Useful Safety Tips 


