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General Explanatory Commentary 
This document is the Wanganui District Council Consolidated Bylaw. 
 
This is the first edition of the Wanganui District Council Consolidated Bylaw. The Bylaw follows 
the reconstructuring of the former Wanganui City Council, Wanganui County Council and the 
Waitotara County Council on 1 November 1989. 
 
Each of the former Councils had its own bylaws which supplemented the provisions of Central 
Government Legislation. Various Acts authorise the making of bylaws including the Local 
Government Act 1974, the Health Act 1956, the Transport Act 1962 and the Burial and Cremation 
Act 1964. 
 
A bylaw is a rule or regulation made by a local authority which affects the public, which orders 
something to be done, or in some cases, something not to be done. It provides penalties for not 
complying, including fines imposed by a District Court. Additional measures to enforce bylaws 
include Court orders or, in some cases, direct intervention by a Council to demolish or remove non-
conforming features.  
 
The word “bylaw” or “byelaw” does not mean a subordinate law. It comes from Old Norse and 
Middle English words, ‘bye’ meaning “Town” or “Local” and “law” which had a similar meaning 
to that word today but also meant “custom”.   Bylaws are “Town” laws and have the same effect as 
those made by Parliament.  Bylaws are only “subordinate” in the sense that a local authority’s 
powers to pass bylaws are governed by the Acts of Parliament under which local authorities 
operate.  
 
This consolidated Bylaw is set out in several parts as listed on the Contents page. Part 1 – Bylaw 
Administration needs to be read with all other parts as it contains the common definitions and 
procedures. 
 
At the beginning of each Part of the Bylaw is a short explanation of the contents of that part.  
 
Amendments will from time to time be made to the Consolidated Bylaw. Where appropriate, these 
will be incorporated into the body of the Bylaw affected. In other situations there will be a reference 
to the amendment. 
 
The Preamble following the Contents page is a legal statement of the force and effect of this 
consolidated Bylaw as at the time it came into force.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wanganui District Council 
 

By-laws 
 
 

   Operative Date 
    
Part 1 By-law Administration 24 February 1998 

 
 2 Amusement Galleries 2 October 1995 

 
 3 Food Hygiene 10 July 2006 

 
 4 Animal Control 1 January 1997 

 
 7 Cemeteries and Crematoria 

Replaced with Cemeteries and Crematoria 
Bylaw 2008 (operative from 17 March 2009) 

4 June 1996 
 

 8 Streets  
Replaced with Streets Infrastructure Bylaw 
2008 (operative from 17 March 2009) 

1 January 1997 
 

 9 Fires 29 September 1997 
 

 10 Cultural and Recreational Facilities 30 September 1996 
 

 12 Dog Control 31 July 1997 
 

 20 Public Places, Parks and Reserves 30 August 1996 
 

 21 Refuse 1 September 1998 
 

 22 Trading in Streets and Public Places 2 October 1995 
 

 23 Traffic 16 December 1997 
 



























  
 

 MANAGER  for the purposes of Part 2 Amusement 
Galleries includes the holder of an amusement 
galleries premises licence and any other person who 
manages the amusement gallery. 

 

   
 METERED SPACE means a space or section of a 

road or a piece of land in a metered zone marked out 
by painted lines for the accommodation of a vehicle.   

 

   
 METERED ZONE means any road or portion thereof 

or any piece of land authorised by resolution of the 
Council to be used as a place where vehicles may 
park, including a parking place at which parking 
meters or parking machines are installed and 
maintained. 

 

   
 MIND ALTERING SUBSTANCE means any 

hallucinogenic or mood changing substance, 
excluding alcohol and nicotine. 

 

   
 MOBILE OR TRAVELLING SHOP means a 

vehicle, whether self-propelled or not, from  which 
goods, wares, or merchandise are offered or  
exposed for sale in the road, or from which goods, 
wares or merchandise may be ordered in the road 
(whether or not in pursuance of any invitation to 
call with the goods, wares or merchandise) or from 
which services are offered for sale in the road;  but 
does not include any vehicle on or from which 
goods are sold for consumption in or at the vehicle, 
or any vehicles used for the purpose of transporting 
and delivering goods, wares, or merchandise 
pursuant to a prior order placed for the delivery of 
the goods, wares or merchandise. 

 

   
 MONUMENT includes any tombstone, headstone, 

memorial, kerbing or other erection. 
 

   
 MOPED means a motor vehicle running on 2 or 3 

wheels that is fitted with a motor having a power 
output not exceeding 2 kilowatts and is designed to be 
ridden at a speed not exceeding 50 kilometres per 
hour under normal conditions of use. 

 

   
 MOTOR CYCLE means a motor vehicle running on 

2 wheels, or not more than 3 wheels when fitted with 
a side car; but does not include a moped. 

 

   
 MOTOR VEHICLE means a vehicle drawn or 

propelled by mechanical power; and includes a trailer, 
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but does not include: 
a. a vehicle running on rails; or 
b. an invalid carriage; or 
c. a trailer (not being a trailer designed solely for 

the carriage of goods) that is designed and used 
exclusively as part of the armament of any of 
Her Majesty's Forces; or 

d. a trailer running on one wheel and designed 
exclusively as a speed-measuring device or for 
testing the air of vehicle tyres; or  

e. a vehicle designed for amusement purposes 
and used exclusively within a place of 
recreation, amusement, or entertainment to 
which the public does not have access with 
motor vehicles; or 

f. a pedestrian-controlled machine. 
   
 NEAR RELATIVE in relation to a dead person, 

means the wife or husband of the deceased, a parent 
of the deceased or a child of the deceased who is of 
or over the age of 16 years;  and includes any other 
relative of the deceased who usually resided with 
him/her. 

 

   
 OCCUPIER in relation to any land or premises, 

means any lessee, licensee, or other occupant of the 
land and includes the owner or the agent of the owner 
where there is no apparent occupier. 

 

   
Amended in 
accordance 
with Special 
Order 
confirmed at 
the Council’s 
Ordinary 
meeting held 
on 3 July 2000 

OFFICER means any person authorised by the 
Council to carry out or exercise any powers or 
duties under this by-law or any part thereof and 
includes any constable. 
 
 
 
 

 

   
 OPERATOR means: 

 
(i) For the purposes of Part 22 the person 

responsible for the operation of a food stall or 
of any appliance; 

 
and operate has an equivalent meaning. 

 

   
 OWNER for the purposes of Part 12 Dog Control in  
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relation to any dog means every person who:  

a. owns the dog; or 
b. has the dog in his or her possession, whether 

the dog is at large or in confinement, 
otherwise than for a period not exceeding 
72 hours for the purpose of preventing the 
dog causing injury, damage or distress or 
for the sole purpose of restoring a lost dog 
to its owner; or  

c. the parent or guardian of a person under the 
age of 16 years who: 
(i) is the owner of the dog pursuant to 

paragraph a) or paragraph b) of this 
definition; and 

(ii) is a member of the parent or guardian’s 
household living with and dependent on 
 the parent or guardian but does not 
include any person who has seized or 
taken custody of the dog under the Dog 
Control Act 1996 or the National Parks 
Act 1980 or the Animals Protection Act 
1960 or the Conservation Act 1987 or 
any order made under the said Acts. 

   
 PARKING means:           

a. in relation to any portion of a road where 
parking is for the time being governed by 
parking meters or parking machines, the 
stopping or standing of a vehicle on that 
portion of the road for any period 
exceeding 5 minutes. 

b. in relation to any other portion of a road, 
the stopping or standing of a vehicle on 
that portion of the road. 

 

   
 PARKING MACHINE means an appliance designed 

for the purpose of automatically measuring and 
indicating the time within which vehicles are or may 
be parked at a metered space and includes its 
standard. 

 

   
 PARKING METER  means an appliance designed for 

the purpose of automatically measuring and 
indicating the time within which a vehicle is or may 
be parked at a metered space and includes its 
standard. 
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 PARKING PLACE means a place (including a 
building) where vehicles, or any class of vehicles, 
may wait including all necessary approaches and 
means of entrance to and egress from any such place, 
and all such buildings, ticket offices, waiting rooms, 
cloak rooms, structure, appliances, and other facilities 
as the Council considers to be necessary or desirable 
for the efficient use of that place for the purpose for 
which it is provided and the collection of charges in 
relation to that use. 

 

   
 PASSENGER SERVICE subject to paragraph (b) of 

this definition, means - 
a. any passenger service within the meaning of 

Section 2(1) of the Transport Services 
Licensing Act 1989; and 

b. except as provided for in Section 57 of the 
Transport Services Licensing Act 1989 (other 
than to the extent specified in subsection (3) of 
that section) any harbour ferry service, 
passenger rail service, cable car, hovercraft, 
monorail, tramway, or other form of public 
transport (other than air transport) that is 
available to the public generally but does not 
include an ambulance service. 

 

   
 PASSENGER SERVICE VEHICLE means a vehicle 

used or available for use in a passenger service for 
the carriage of passengers; but does not include a 
vehicle specified as an exempt vehicle in Part II of 
the First Schedule to Transport Services Licensing 
Act 1969 or in regulations referred to in that Part. 

 

   
 PERMIT means a written authority from the 

Wanganui District Council with or without 
prescribed conditions and charges. 

 

   
 POOL means for the purposes of Part 10 Cultural and 

Recreation Facilities, any swimming pool owned by 
the Council for the use of the public, and includes all 
buildings and surrounds of the swimming pool. 

 

   
 PUBLIC HOLIDAY shall include Christmas Day, 

Boxing Day, New Year’s Day, the second day of 
January (or some other day in its place), Good 
Friday, Easter Monday, Anzac Day, Labour Day, 
the birthday of the reigning Sovereign, Waitangi 
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Day and Wellington Anniversary Day. 
   
Amended in 
accordance 
with 
resolution by 
Council 21 
June 2004 

PUBLIC PLACE except for the purposes of Part 12 
Dog Control and Part 20.1.2 Liquor Control, means 
every road, street, footpath, court, alley, pedestrian 
mall, roadway, cycle track, lane, accessway and 
thoroughfare, square, reserve, park, domain, beach, 
foreshore and recreational ground under the control 
of the Council. 

 

   
 PUBLIC PLACE for the purposes of Part 12 Dog 

Control means a place that, at any material time, is 
open to or is being used by the public, whether free 
or on payment of a charge, and whether any owner 
or occupier of the place is lawfully entitled to 
exclude or eject any person from that place; and 
includes any aircraft, hovercraft, ship or ferry or 
other vessel, train, or vehicle carrying or available 
to carry passengers for reward. 

 

   
Inserted in 
accordance 
with 
resolution by 
Council 21 
June 2004 

PUBLIC SPACE – for the purposes of Part 20.1.2 
Liquor Control. 

a. means a place –  

(i) that is under the control of the 
Council; and 

(ii) that is open to, or being used by, the 
public, whether or not there is a 
charge for admissions; and 

b. includes –  

(i) a road, whether or not the road is 
under the control of the Council; and 

(ii) any part of a public place 

 

   
 RECYCLABLES means glass and glass products, 

paper, aluminium cans, plastic products and such 
other materials as may be resolved and publicly 
notified by the Council as recyclable. 
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 REFUSE means any rubbish of any kind, whether or 

not of monetary or re-useable value, and includes 
household refuse and trade refuse. 

 

   
 REFUSE DISPOSAL FACILITY means landfill 

sites, refuse transfer stations or any other site 
specified for refuse disposal purposes. 

 

   
 RESERVE means any land set apart for a park, 

domain or recreational area of a public nature and 
includes all land designated as a reserve under the 
Reserves Act 1977. 

 

   
Amended in 
accordance 
with 
resolution by 
Council 21 
June 2004 

ROAD except for the purposes of by-laws enacted 
pursuant to the Transport Act 1962 and Part 20.1.2 of 
these Bylaws (Liquor Control), means the whole of 
any land which is within the district, and which: 

a. immediately before the commencement of 
Part XXI of the Act was a road or street or 
public highway; or 

b. immediately before the inclusion of any area 
in the district was a public highway within 
that area; or 

c. is land marked out by the Council as a road 
or street after the commencement of Part 
XXI of the Act; or 

d. is vested in the Council for the purpose of a 
road as shown on a deposited survey plan; 
or 

e. is vested in the Council as a road or street 
pursuant to any other enactment; 

 and includes: 
(1)  except where elsewhere provided in 

Part XXI of the Act, any access way 
or service lane which before the 
commencement of Part XXI of the 
Act was under the control of the 
Council or is laid out or constructed 
by or vested in the Council as an 
access way or service lane or is 
declared by the Minister of Works and 
Development as an access way or 
service lane after the commencement 
of Part XXI of the Act or is declared 
by the Minister of Lands as an access 
way or service lane on or after the 1st 
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day of April 1988; 
(2) every square or place intended for use 

of the public generally, and every 
bridge, culvert, drain, ford, gate, 
building, or other thing belonging 
thereto or lying upon the line or 
within the limits thereof;  but, except 
as provided in Part XI of the Public 
Works Act 1981 or in any regulations 
under that Act, does not include a 
motorway within the meaning of that 
Act. 

   
Amended in 
accordance 
with 
resolution by 
Council 21 
June 2004 

ROAD for the purposes of by-laws enacted pursuant 
to the Transport Act 1962 and Part 20.1.2 of these 
Bylaws (Liquor Control) includes a street; and also 
includes any place to which the public have access, 
whether as of right or not; and also includes all 
bridges, culverts, ferries, and fords forming part of 
any road, street, or place as aforesaid.  The bylaws 
enacted pursuant to the Transport Act 1962 are 
bylaws 23.1, 23.2, 23.5, 23.6 and 23.7. 

 

   
 ROAD RESERVE for the purpose of Part 8 Streets 

means that part of the road other than the formed 
road. 

 

   
 SALE OR SELL has the same meaning as in the 

Food Act 1981 and also includes the extended 
meaning given in Regulation 2(5) of the Food 
Hygiene Regulations 1974. 

 

   
 SEXTON means an officer nominated to carry out 

the duties of a sexton for the purposes of Part 7 
Cemeteries and Crematoria. 

 

   
 STOCK includes:  

a. cattle and sheep. 
b. goats, horses, pigs and thar which are being 

herded, mustered or handled in the manner of 
farm animals or are kept within an effective 
fence or enclosure for farming purposes, or, in 
the case of goats, used for the control of 
noxious plants. 
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 c. any other creature, which the Governor-

General, by Order in Council, may declare to 
be stock for the purposes of the Meat Act 
1981. 

 

   
 STREET STALL means any stall, tent, awning, 

road vehicle or similar structure or vessel on, at, or 
from which goods, wares, or merchandise may be 
ordered; or from which services are offered for sale 
within the district but does not include a Mobile or 
Travelling Shop. 

 

   
 STREET TRADER means any person who makes 

use of a public place for trading in goods or 
services. 

 

   
 TRADE REFUSE means any scrap or waste material 

resulting from the carrying on of any manufacturing 
business, manufacture, process, trade, market or other 
undertaking or from the operations in any building or 
place in which people are engaged directly or 
indirectly in a handicraft. 

 

   
 TRAFFIC SIGN means a sign of one of the classes 

described in Part XII of the Traffic Regulations 1976; 
and includes the support of the sign; provided that 
traffic domes or letters or other indicators placed 
upon roads by controlling authorities for the direction 
of traffic shall not be deemed to be traffic signs for 
the purpose of the Traffic Regulations 1976. 

 

   
 URBAN AREA, for the purposes of Part 4 Animal 

Control and Part 8 Streets, means any area of the 
District not zoned Rural in the operative Wanganui 
District Plan. 

 

   
 VEGETATION includes -  

(a)  All plants and the produce thereof, live or dead, 
standing, fallen, windblown, cut, broken, 
pulverised, sawn or harvested, natural or 
disturbed, in use or as waste, rubbish, refuse or 
debris, stump, stubble or otherwise; 

 
(b)  Fossil fuel exposed or lying within 20 metres of 

the surface of any land; 
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(c) Peat in any form; -  
 
but does not include wood forming part of a 
structure or otherwise in processed form. 

   
 VEHICLE means a contrivance equipped with 

wheels, tracks or revolving runners upon which it 
moves or is moved; but does not include: 

a. a perambulator or pushchair; 
b. a shopping or sporting trundler not propelled 

by mechanical power; 
c. a wheelbarrow or hand-trolley; 
d. a child's toy, including a tricycle and a 

bicycle, provided in either case, no road 
wheel (including any tyre) has a diameter 
exceeding 355mm; 

e. a pedestrian-controlled lawnmower; 
f. any pedestrian-controlled agricultural 

machinery not propelled by mechanical 
power; 

g. any article of furniture; 
h. any invalid wheel-chairs not propelled by 

mechanical power; 
i. any other contrivance specified by the 

Minister of Transport by notice in the 
Gazette. 

 

   
 WORKING DOG means: 

a) Any guide dog or hearing ear dog or 
companion dog; 

b) Any dog: 
i) kept by the Police or any constable, 

the Customs Department or the 
Ministry of Defence, or any officer or 
employee of any such department of 
State solely for the purposes of 
carrying out the functions, powers, 
and duties of the Police or the 
department of State or that constable, 
officer, or employee; or 

ii) kept solely for the purposes of herding 
or driving stock; or 

iii) kept by the Department of 
Conservation or any officer or 
employee of that Department solely or 
principally for the purposes of 
carrying out the functions, duties and 
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powers of that Department; or 
iv) kept solely or principally for the 

purposes of destroying pests or pest 
agents under any pest management 
strategy under the Biosecurity Act 
1993; or 

v) owned by a security guard as defined 
in Section 4 of the Private 
Investigators and Security Guards Act 
1974 and kept solely for the purposes 
of carrying on the business of a 
security guard; or 

vi) declared by resolution of the 
territorial authority to be a working 
dog for the purposes of the Dog 
Control Act 1996, or any dog of a 
class so declared by the Council, 
being a dog owned by any class of 
persons specified in the resolution and 
kept solely for the purposes specified 
in the resolution. 

   
1.2 Licences  
   
1.2.1 Any person doing or proposing to do anything or to 

cause any condition to exist for which a licence 
from the Council is required under this By-law or 
any Part thereof or by any Act, shall first obtain a 
licence from the Council. 

Licences 
Required. 

   
1.2.2 The Council may from time to time by resolution 

specify any fees to be paid for the issue of any 
licence. 

 

   
1.2.3 The Council may attach to any licence such terms 

or conditions as it thinks fit including but not 
limited to: 
 
a. payment of a fee; 
 
b. the period during which the licence shall 

remain valid; 
 
c. the class of goods or services the licensee 

may distribute or offer for sale or hire; 
 
 d. the area within which or the premises from 

Conditions 



  
 

  Administration 
  1/04/2009 

which the licensee may operate. 
 
No person shall operate in breach of any terms or 
conditions attached to a licence. 

   
1.2.4 Every application for a licence shall be in writing 

and, if a form is prescribed, on the prescribed form. 
 

   
1.2.5 The Council may grant or refuse the licence, and if 

granted may impose conditions under By-law 1.2.3 
above. 

 

   
1.2.6 A licence is not transferable and must be produced 

when requested by an authorised officer. 
 

   
1.2.7 The Council may suspend or revoke any licence in 

consequence of a breach of the terms or conditions 
upon which the licence has been issued. 

 

   
1.3 Dispensations  
   
1.3.1 The Council may, from time to time by resolution, 

at its discretion, grant a dispensation from full 
compliance with any provision in this By-law 
(except a By-law made pursuant to the Transport 
Act 1962 or the Reserves Act 1977). 

 

 
1.4 

 
Breaches 

 

 
1.4.1 

 
Every person commits a breach of this By-law 
who: 
 

 

 a. does, or causes to be done, or permits or 
suffers to be done, or is concerned in doing, 
anything contrary to this By-law; 

 
b. omits or neglects to do, or permits or suffers 

to remain undone, anything which 
according to this By-law ought to be done at 
the time and in the manner therein 
provided; 

 
c. does not cease doing anything which that 

person is required to cease doing under this 
By-law; 

 
d. knowingly permits or allows any condition 
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or thing to exist or continue to exist 
contrary to this By-law; 

 
e. fails, refuses or neglects to comply with any 

notice duly given to that person under this 
By-law; 

 
f. prevents, obstructs or impedes any Officer 

or other person duly authorised or employed 
for the purpose of carrying out any 
provision of or under this By-law from 
carrying out any such provision; 

 
g. fails to comply with any notice,  direction, 

or condition contained in any licence; or 
 
h. impersonates any officer. 
 

1.4.2 Except where it is expressly otherwise provided by 
any Act, any person (including a member of the 
Police) may lay an  information for an offense 
against this By-law. 

 

   
1.5 Serving of Notices, Documents etc 

 
 

1.5.1 Except where otherwise expressly provided for in 
any Act, in any case where it is provided for in this 
By-law or any Part thereof, that an order may be 
made upon or notice given to any person requiring 
that person to do or abstain from doing anything, 
or any notice is required by this By-law to be given 
or sent to any person, the order or notice shall be 
served in accordance with the provisions of section 
253 of the Act 
 

Serving of Orders and 
Notices 

1.6 Penalties 
 

 

1.6.1 Every person who commits a breach of this By-law 
(except for a breach of  Part 7 Cemeteries and 
Crematoria) is liable to a fine not exceeding $500 
and where the breach is a continuing one, to a 
further fine not exceeding $50 for every day on 
which the breach has continued. 
 

 

1.6.2 Every person who commits a breach of Part 7 
Cemeteries and Crematoria is liable to a fine not 
exceeding $100 and where the breach is a 
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continuing one, to a further fine not exceeding $10 
for every day on which the breach has continued. 
 

1.6.3 The continued existence of any work or thing in a 
state, or the intermittent repetition of any action, 
contrary to this By-law shall be deemed to be a 
continuing breach for the purpose of By-law 1.6.1 
and 1.6.2. 
 

 

1.6.4 The Council, or any officer or agent of the Council, 
may pull down, remove or alter any work, material, 
or thing erected or being in contravention of this 
By-law, and may recover from the person 
committing the breach all expenses incurred by the 
 Council in connection with the pulling down, 
removal or alteration. 
 
 

 

1.7 Officers 
 

 

1.7.1 Any officer shall have the power, at any reasonable 
time, to enter upon any land, building or premises 
to carry out an inspection thereof for any purpose  
authorised by this By-law. 

 

 

1.8 Repeals 
 

 

 All by-laws made at any time before 4 June 1996 
by: 
 

i. the Wanganui County Council 
ii. the Wanganui City Council 
iii. the Waitotara County Council 
iv. the Wanganui District Council  

 
relating to any matter of thing dealt with in the 
Wanganui District By-law Parts 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 20, 21, 22 and 23 (‘The Consolidated By-
laws’) or inconsistent with the consolidated by-
laws are hereby revoked as from the date of the 
coming into force of this by-law or the coming into 
force of any part of the consolidated by-laws, 
whichever is the latter, save that any by-law 
revoked by this by-law shall remain in force so far 
as it relates to anything done or any offence 
committed, prosecution or proceeding commenced, 
right or liability accrued, licence issued, notice 
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given or order made under or against any 
provisions thereof, before the coming into force of 
the consolidated by-laws.  All licences issued 
under any revoked by-law shall after the coming 
into operation of the consolidated by-laws be 
deemed to be issued under the consolidated by-
laws and be subject to the provisions thereof. 
Provided that the following by-laws shall not be 
revoked by this by-law. 
 

a. Wanganui County Council Water By-law No 
1, 1967 

b. Wanganui County Council Lake Control By-
laws 1981 

c. Wanganui City Council Water Supply and 
Fees No 21, 1950 

d. Wanganui Harbour Board By-laws 1922 
e. Wanganui Borough Council Waterworks By-

law 1906 
f. Wanganui City By-laws Nos 6, 7, 10, 27, 46, 

52, 55, 58 and 60 
g. Wanganui County Council Fire By-laws 

1973 
h. Wanganui County Council Water Control 

By-law 1981 
i. Whanganui River Control By-law 1991 
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This By-law was made by Special Order passed at the Ordinary Meeting of the Wanganui 
District Council on the 9th day of December 1997, and confirmed at the Ordinary Meeting 
of the Council held on the 23rd day of February 1998, when it was ordered to come into 
force on the 24th day of February 1998. 
 
THE COMMON SEAL OF  
THE DISTRICT OF WANGANUI  
was affixed hereto by 
and in the presence of: 
 
 
 
 
 
......................................................................      
 Mayor  
 
 
 
 
 
.............................................................. 
 Chief Executive Officer 
 
 



 
  

WANGANUI DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

WANGANUI DISTRICT BY-LAW - 1995 
 

PART 2 - AMUSEMENT GALLERIES 
 
 

Explanatory Note 
 
 

The objective of this part of the By-law is to introduce control measures by which premises 
operating as amusement galleries can be maintained to standards acceptable to the general 
public. 
 
This part of the By-law places on the management of amusement galleries the responsibility 
for ensuring that patrons maintain acceptable and reasonable standards of behaviour while on 
the premises. 
 
It also requires amusement galleries and managers of amusement galleries to be licensed. 
 
Terms used in this part are defined in Part 1 By-law Administration. 
 
 



 
 

 

2.1 Amusement Galleries and Managers to be Licensed 
 
2.1.1 No person shall operate an amusement gallery without the 

appropriate licence issued by the Council for the premises 
(“The premises”) described in the licence. (“Premises 
licence”). 

 
2.1.2 No person shall act as a manager of an amusement gallery 

without the appropriate licence issued by the Council 
(“Manager’s licence”). 

 Premises Licence 
 
 
 
 
 Manager’s Licence 
 
 
 

 
2.2 Licence 
 
2.2.1 Prior to the issue or renewal of a premises licence the 

premises shall be inspected by an officer, and no licence 
will subsequently be issued or renewed unless the officer is 
satisfied that the premises comply with the requirements of 
all relevant Council By-laws, the Health Act 1956, 
Resource Management Act 1991, and the Building Act 
1991. 

 

 
 
 
 Inspection 

2.2.2 Every holder of a premises licence shall ensure that there 
is displayed at all times a copy of the licence and of the 
conditions of the licence attached to the interior of the 
premises so that it can be easily read by persons entering 
the premises. 

 

 Licence Display 

 
2.3 Manager 
 
2.3.1 Every company, partnership or other body that is not a 

natural person that holds a premises licence shall appoint a 
manager to manage the amusement gallery. 

 

 
 
 
 Manager 

2.3.2 No person shall be appointed as manager pursuant to 
Clause 2.3.1 unless that person is the holder of a 
manager’s licence. 

 

 

2.3.3 In considering any application for a Manager’s licence, the 
Council shall have regard to the following matters: 

 
 a. the character and reputation of the applicant; 
 
 b. any convictions recorded against the applicant; and 
  
 c. any experience that the applicant has had in 

 managing an amusement gallery. 

 



 
 

 

 
2.3.4 a. In any case where a manager is ill or is absent for 

any reason, or is dismissed, or resigns, the operator 
may appoint as a temporary manager a person who is 
not then the holder of a manager’s licence. 

 
 b. The appointee shall, within two working days after 

the appointment, apply for a manager’s licence, and 
if such an application is made, the temporary 
manager shall, from the time of the appointment 
until the application is determined, be deemed for the 
purposes of this By-law to be the holder of a 
manager’s licence. 

 
 c. If the appointee does not apply for a manager’s 

licence within that period of two working days, or if 
the application is refused, the operator shall cease to 
employ the appointee as a manager. 

 

 Temporary  
 Manager 
 
 
 
 
 Application for 
 Licence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Time limit 

2.3.5 Notwithstanding Clause 2.3.4 an operator may appoint an 
acting manager: 

 
 a. for any period not exceeding 3 weeks at any one time 

where the operator or a manager is unable to act 
because of illness or absence; and 

 
 b. for periods not exceeding in the aggregate 6 weeks in 

each period of 12 months to enable the operator or  a 
manager to have a vacation or annual leave; and 

 
 c. every person appointed as an acting manager in 

accordance with this section shall, while the 
appointment continues, be deemed for the purposes 
of this By-law to be the holder of a manager’s 
licence, and it shall not be necessary for that person 
to apply for or hold such a licence. 

 

 
 
 
 Manager Illness 
 
 
 
 
 Manager Vacation 
 
 
 
 
 Acting Manager 

deemed licensed 

 
2.4 Age Restriction During School Hours 
 
2.4.1 No person between the age of 6 and 16 years shall enter or 

remain on the premises during the hours in which they are 
required to attend school pursuant to the Education Act 
1989. 

 

 
 
 
 School Hours 



 
 

 

 
2.5 Conduct 
 
2.5.1 At all times the premises are open to the public the 

manager shall be on duty at the premises. 
 

 
 
 Manager to be 
 present 

2.5.2 The operator and the manager shall ensure that: 
 
 a. The licence, any conditions of the licence, and this 

By-law are complied with. 
 
 b. The patrons on the premises behave themselves in a 

reasonable and responsible manner. 
 
 c. No intoxicating liquor or controlled drug within the 

meaning of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1975 is brought 
onto the premises, and that no person under the 
influence of liquor or a controlled drug is permitted 
to remain thereon. 

 
 d. Noise emission from within the premises is 

maintained at a level that does not disturb or annoy 
members of the public, adjacent businesses, or 
people residing in the vicinity. 

 
 e. All aisles and passageways and points of egress from 

the premises are clearly marked and unobstructed at 
all times. 

 
 f. No person on the premises consumes, injects or 

inhales any mind altering substance (except as 
prescribed for that person for a medical condition) or 
offers or sells such substance.  For the purposes of 
this sub-clause, the inhalation of a mind altering 
substance shall include the act of what is commonly 
known as glue sniffing in its various forms and with 
its various constituents. 

 

 Responsibilities of 
 the Manager 
 
 
 
 Behaviour 
 
 
 
 Liquor and Drugs 
 
 
 
 
 
 Noise 
 
 
 
 
 Exits 
 
 
 
 Mind Altering 
 Substances 

 
2.6 Exemption 
 
2.6.1 Nothing in this By-law shall apply to premises licensed 

under the Sale of Liquor Act 1989. 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 

This by-law was made by Special Order passed at the Ordinary Meeting of the Wanganui 
District Council on the 7th day of August 1995, and confirmed at an Ordinary Meeting of the 
Council held on the 18th day of September 1995, when it was ordered to come into force on 
the 2nd day of October 1995. 
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PART 3 
 
 

FOOD HYGIENE 
 
 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 
 

 The objectives of the Bylaw are to: 
 
1. Raise overall public awareness in food safety matters; 
2. Improve the general standard of food premises within the 

District. 
 

 The Food Hygiene Regulations 1974 set minimum standards for the 
food industry. This Bylaw is to encourage the food industry to 
achieve higher food safety standards. This will be achieved primarily 
through: 

 
• Mandatory display of grading certificate, and 
• Compulsory training for food handlers. 

 
 The food industry needs to become more accountable for staff 

training in food safety and this is endorsed by recent changes in the 
Accident Compensation Legislation, via the Health and Safety in 
Employment Act 1992. 

 
 Terms used in this Part are defined in  the Wanganui District Council 

Consolidated Bylaw -  Part 1  Administration. 
 

3.1 Definitions 
 
3.1.1 Words and phrases in this Bylaw shall have the same 

meaning as in Wanganui District Council Consolidated 
Bylaw -  Part 1 and the Food Hygiene Regulations 1974. 
The former shall prevail in the event of conflict. 

Inserted in 
accordance 
with 
resolution 
by Council 
03 July 
2006 
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30 May 1996 

 
3.2 Compulsory Training for Food 

Handlers 
 

   
3.2.1 All food handlers shall have a NZQA 

Certificate in Food Handling. 
All food handlers 

   
3.2.2 All food handlers engaged in a 

supervisory of training capacity shall 
have a NZQA Certificate in 
Food Handling (Advanced). 

Supervisors and 
trainers 

   
3.2.3 It shall be the duty of the holder of the 

Certificate of Registration for every 
food premises to ensure that new, 
temporary or replacement staff are 
already trained to the appropriate 
certificate level or else gain the 
required certificate level within three 
months of taking up employment. 

New, Temporary or 
replacement staff 

   
3.2.4 Persons whose certificate is older than 

five years are required to attend a 
recognised refresher course approved 
by the Council. 

Refresher course 

   
3.2.5 The occupier or owner of every food 

premises shall ensure that adequate 
records are kept relating to staff 
training and that copies of all 
certificates gained by staff are kept on 
the premises for perusal by a Council 
officer. 

Records of training 

   
3.3 Grading  
   
3.3.1 The Council officer after inspecting 

any food premises for registration shall 
issue that premises with a grading in 
accordance with Wanganui District 
Council Consolidated Bylaw -  Part 1 
Administration . 

Issue of Grading 

   
3.3.2 It shall be the duty of the holder of the 

Certificate of Registration  to ensure 
the current grading certificate is 
displayed in a prominent place on the 
food premise to which it relates, so as 
to be readily visible to members of the 
public visiting the premises. 

Public display of 
Grading Certificate 
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3.3.3 The Grading Certificate remains the 

property of the Council and must be 
surrendered at the request of a 
Council officer. 

Property of Council 

   
3.4 Closure of Premises  
   
3.4.1 Closure of premises for cleaning, repair – where any food 

premises or part of any food premises or any appliance, 
fitting or fixture or other equipment on any food premises by 
reason of their situation, construction, disrepair, or state are 
in such a condition that any food in the food premises may 
be exposed to contamination or taint or become dirty or 
deteriorated or is unfit for human consumption, the Council 
may cause a notice in writing to be served on the occupier of 
the food premises requiring him/her: 
 
(a) To cease to use the premises as food premises, or to 

clean or reconstruct, or to repair the premises, or part 
of the premises; or 

 
(b) To cease to use, or to clean, reconstruct, or repair any 

appliance, fittings, fixture or other equipment on those 
premises: 

 
in accordance with the requirements and within the time 
specified in the notice. 

  
3.4.2 Permission to re-open – where the occupier has been 

directed to cease to use any food premises, appliance, 
fitting, fixture or other equipment, the occupier shall not 
recommence use of those food premises, or appliance, 
fitting, fixture or other equipment, until permission has been 
given in writing by the Council. 

  
3.4.3 Operation to cease – An occupier shall not continue to 

operate any food premises if the Council has revoked the 
Certificate of Registration pursuant to Regulation 9(3) and 
(4) of the Health (Registration of Premises) Regulations 
1966. 

  
3.5 Appeals  
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3.5.1 Any occupier of food premises in respect of which any 
decision or requirement has been made by the Council 
officer under this Bylaw may appeal to the Council against 
that decision or requirement. On hearing the appeal, the 
Council may confirm, reverse, or modify the decision or 
requirement made by the Council officer. This right of appeal 
is in addition to any other statutory right made available to 
the Certificate of Registration holder. 

 
This By-law was amended by the Wanganui District Council at its Ordinary 
Meeting on Monday 3 July 2006 and became operative on Monday 10 July 
2006. 
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PART 9 
 

FIRES 
 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 
 

The aim of the By-law is to control open air fires in the interests of fire safety, air pollution 
and community pride. 
 
The burning of open fires in the urban area frequently generates complaints from 
neighbouring residents. This part of the By-law requires persons to obtain a Fire Permit with 
appropriate conditions prior to lighting an open fire in the urban area. 
 
Section 23 of the Forest and Rural Fires Act 1977 requires persons lighting fires in certain 
parts of the rural area to obtain fire permits during high risk fire seasons. 
 
The Manawatu-Wanganui Regional Council Air Plan has rules controlling air discharges from 
activities including open burning. This By-law aims to cover activities outside those covered 
in the Air Plan. 
 



 
 

 

 
9.1 FIRES IN OPEN AIR 

 
 

9.1.1 By-laws 9.1.2 and 9.1.3 are subject to Section 20 of the Forest 
and Rural Fires Act 1977. 
 

 

9.1.2 Subject to By-law 9.1.3 no person shall light or allow to 
remain alight any fire in the open air within the urban area 
unless they have first obtained the appropriate licence issued 
by a person authorised by  the Council. 
 

Fire Licence for 
open burning in 
urban area 

9.1.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amended 
as per 
special 
order 
7/4/03 

Not withstanding By-law 9.1.2 a licence shall not be required 
for:  
 
(a) A fire in an incinerator of a type approved by the Council 

situated at least three metres from any fence, live hedge, 
combustible material, building or neighbours’ property 
boundary. 

 
(b) A fire in a barbecue under continuous supervision. 
 
(c) A hangi fire under continuous supervision situated at 

least three metres from any fence, live hedge, 
combustible material, building or neighbours’ property 
boundary. 

 
(d) A fire in a ‘Brazier’, with a catchment tray, or on an 

inflammable surface, under continuous supervision. 
 

Exemptions from 
licence in urban 
area 
Incinerators 
 
 
 
 
Barbecues 
 
Hangi 

 
 

 
Provided that the following conditions are complied with: 
 
(i) There shall be no smoke or odour at or beyond the 

property boundary which, in the opinion of any Council 
officer, is objectionable; 

 
(ii) The burning of accelerants such as tyres and plastics, and 

the burning of green vegetation is prohibited; 
 
(iii) No fire under Clause 9.1.3(a) shall be lit before sunrise or 

allowed to continue to burn after sunset; 
 
(iv) Adequate means are available to extinguish and prevent 

the spread of fire. 

 
Conditions for 
exemptions 

   



 
 

 

 
9.2 FIRE HAZARDS  
 
9.2.1 

 
No owner or occupier of any land shall allow any vegetation 
to remain on the land, which vegetation, in the Council’s 
opinion, constitutes a fire hazard. 
 

 
Removal of 
vegetation 
 

9.2.2 The Council may, by written notice, require the owner or 
occupier of any land on which there is vegetation which, in 
the Council’s opinion, constitutes a fire hazard to remove the 
vegetation within the time specified in the notice. 
 

Notice from 
Council to 
remove 
 

9.2.3 If the owner or occupier fails to remove the vegetation within 
the time specified, the Council may undertake the work, and 
recover the cost thereof  from the owner as a debt. 
 

* * * * * * *   

Cost Recovery 

 
 



 
 

 

This By-law was made by Special Order passed at the Ordinary Meeting of the Wanganui 
District Council on the 5th day of August 1997, and confirmed at an Ordinary Meeting of the 
Council held on the 16th day of September 1997, when it was ordered to come into force on 
the 29th day of September 1997. 
 
 
THE COMMON SEAL OF  
THE DISTRICT OF WANGANUI  
was affixed hereto by 
and in the presence of: 
 
 
 
 
 
......................................................................      
 Mayor  
 
 
 
 
 
.............................................................. 
 Chief Executive Officer 
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PART 10 
 

CULTURAL AND RECREATION FACILITIES 
 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 
 
The objective of this Part of the By-law is to provide for the full and proper use and enjoyment 
by the public, of the cultural and recreational facilities and services provided by the Council. 
 
These facilities include the Library, swimming pools, Sarjeant Art Gallery, the Ward 
Observatory, the Whanganui Regional Museum, the Opera House, and Council owned halls. 
 
A range of measures are introduced to prevent the abuse and misuse of the facilities and the 
resources contained within them.  Controls are placed on disorderly behaviour, smoking, liquor 
and food consumption and substance abuse by patrons within the premises. 
 
It provides for the Council to set hours of opening, the fixing of fees and charges for admission 
and services, and any associated conditions applicable. 
 
Terms used in this Part are defined in Part 1 - By-law Administration. 
 



 
 

 

CULTURAL AND RECREATION FACILITIES 
 
10.1 GENERAL  
   
10.1.1 The Council may from time to time by resolution 

publicly notified: 
 

   
a) Fix fees and establish conditions for admission to any 

facility or part of any facility; 
 

 Fees 

b) Establish conditions for the lending of any item from 
any facility; 
 

 Lending 
 Conditions 

c) Establish conditions and charges for the hire of 
facilities; 
 

 Hire 
 Conditions 

d) Determine the times that any facility or part of any 
facility shall be open to the public; 
 

 Opening times 

e) Restrict access by the public at specified times for 
private use or for the holding of a private function; 
 

 Private use 

f) Delegate, in whole or in part, to any person contracted 
to administer any facility on behalf of the Council, any 
of the matters in paragraphs a) to e) above. 
 

 Delegation 

10.1.2 No person shall while in a facility:  Conduct 
   

a) Damage, deface or disfigure any surface, structure, 
exhibit, equipment or other thing; 
 

 Damage 

b) Eat, drink, consume alcohol or smoke except in areas 
where, or at times when, it is specifically permitted; 
 

 Food 
 Drink 
 Smoke 

c) Consume, inject or inhale any mind-altering substance 
except as prescribed for a medical condition, or offer 
or sell such substances to any other person.  For the 
purposes of this subclause, the inhalation of a mind-
altering substance shall include the act of what is 
commonly known as glue sniffing in its various forms 
and with its various constituents; 
 

 Mind Altering 
 Substances 

d) Enter a restricted area or an area set apart for staff 
without the permission of an officer; 
 

 Restricted    
 areas 

e) Deposit any litter except in a place or receptacle 
provided for that purpose; 
 

 Litter 



 
 

 

f) Be in breach of the conditions of use for the facility.  Breaches 
   
 
10.1.3 No person shall, unless taking part in an authorised 

animal show, permit any animal under their control or 
ownership to enter a facility. 

 Animals 

   
10.1.4 By-law 10.1.3 shall not apply to a guide dog 

accompanying a blind or partially sighted person, a 
hearing ear dog accompanying a deaf person, or a 
companion dog accompanying a person with any other 
disability. 

 Guide dogs 

   
10.1.5 No person being a borrower of any item shall be in 

breach of the conditions of lending. 
 

   
10.1.6 No person being a hirer of a facility shall be in breach 

of the conditions of hire. 
 

   
10.1.7 Any person who in the opinion of an officer is 

committing any breach of this By-law shall upon the 
request of an officer leave the facility immediately.  A 
failure to leave on the request of an officer shall 
amount to a further offence. 

 Request to leave 

   
10.1.8 Any person who, while in a facility, fails to comply 

with the reasonable request of an officer shall upon the 
request of the officer leave the facility immediately.  A 
failure to leave on the request of an officer shall be a 
breach of this By-law. 

 Reasonable 
requests 

 
 
 
10.2 PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 
10.2.1 Every person who is a resident of the Wanganui 

District, except a child under the age of 18,  may obtain 
a borrower's card by completing and signing the 
appropriate application form and on payment of the 
appropriate fee. 

 Resident 
membership 

   
10.2.2 Every other person, except a child under the age of 18, 

may join the library and obtain a borrower's card by  
completing and signing the appropriate application 
form and on payment of the appropriate fee. 

 Non resident 
membership 

   
 



 
 

 

 
10.2.3 Any child under the age of 18 may join the library 

pursuant to By-law 10.2.1 or 10.2.2 as appropriate by 
having an application form completed and signed on 
their behalf by a parent or guardian.  Such parent or 
guardian shall be deemed to be the borrower of all 
items borrowed by that child. 

 Child members 

   
10.2.4 Every person applying for membership of the library 

shall provide sufficient personal identification to the 
satisfaction of the librarian to support their application. 

 Identification 

 
 
10.3 PUBLIC SWIMMING POOLS 
 
 
10.3.1 Any resolution by the Council establishing conditions 

for the admission to swimming pools under By-law 
10.1.1(a) shall be a By-law for the purposes of any 
contract entered into by the Council for the 
management of any public swimming pool. 

 Pools 

 



 
 

 

 
This By-law was made by Special Order passed at the Ordinary Meeting of the Wanganui 
District Council on the 5th day of August 1996, and confirmed at the Ordinary Meeting of the 
Council held on the 16th day of September 1996, when it was ordered to come into force on 
the 30th day of September 1996. 
 
 
 
THE COMMON SEAL OF THE 
MAYOR, COUNCILLORS AND 
CITIZENS OF THE DISTRICT 
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Chief Executive Officer 
 

* * * * * * *  
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WANGANUI DISTRICT BY-LAW 
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PART 12 
 

DOG CONTROL 
 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 
 
This Part of the By-law aims to: 
 
a. Regulate and control dogs in public places. 
b. Limit the number of dogs on a property, by introduction of a licensing system. 
c. Require the owner of any dog that defecates in a public place to immediately remove the 

faeces. 
d. Provide for the impounding of dogs. 
e. Provide for any other purpose necessary or desirable to further control dogs. 
 
This Part should be read in conjunction with the Dog Control Act 1996 which contains controls 
relating to the keeping of dogs and a qualified exemption from compliance with part of the By-
law for any guide dog, companion dog, police dog or working dog. 
 
Terms used in this Part are defined in Part 1 By-law Administration. 
 



 
 

 

12.1 Obligation Of Dog Owners 
 
12.1.1 The owner of any dog shall provide for the dog a 

kennel or place of confinement that shall be: 
 

Minimum  
shelter 

requirements 
(a) Weatherproof;  
(b) Of sufficient size to allow the dog to freely move, 

stand, stretch out, and recline; 
 

(c) Kept in a clean and sanitary condition;  
(d) Provided with a floor and constructed so that surfaces 

are easily cleaned; 
 

(e) Provided with a fixed chain, leash or other suitable 
restraint which allows the dog free movement in the 
case of a kennel with no other means of confinement. 
 

 

12.1.2 The owner of any dog shall provide means of 
confining the dog upon the owner's property, so that 
it is unable to gain uncontrolled access to any other 
private property or to any public place. 
 

Confinement 

12.1.3 The owner of any dog:  
   

(a) Shall ensure the dog does not create a nuisance or 
annoyance: 
 

Nuisance or 
annoyance 

 i)  By obstructing the lawful passage of persons in 
public places. 

 

 ii) By rushing and frightening persons in a public 
place. 

 

 

(b) Shall not allow the dog to destroy, tear or otherwise 
interfere with any refuse receptacle in a public place. 

Refuse 

 
 
12.2 Restriction Of Dogs In Public Places 
 
12.2.1 
 
 (a) 
 
 
 
 (b) 
 

The Council may from time to time by resolution 
designate: 
Dog exercise areas in public places in which any dog 
may be exercised free of restraint if kept under 
continuous control by its owner; 
 
Public places from which dogs are prohibited. 

 
 

Exercise areas 
 
 
 

Prohibited areas 

12.2.2 
 
 
 (a) 

No person, being the owner of any dog, shall permit 
the dog to enter or remain on: 
 
An area designated as a dog exercise area unless the 

 
 

 
Control in 



 
 

 

 
 (b) 
 
 (c) 

dog is kept under continuous control; 
An area designated as a place from which dogs are 
prohibited; 
Any public place, unless the dog is effectively 
secured by a leash, chain, lead or otherwise 
physically restrained so that the dog cannot break 
loose.  
 

exercise areas 
 
Prohibited areas 

 
Public places 

12.2.3 Clauses 12.2.1 and 12.2.2. of this Part of the By-law 
shall not apply to working dogs while the dog is 
carrying out the work for which the dog has been 
trained.  
 

Working Dogs 
Exempt 

12.2.4 No person, being the owner of any dog, shall take 
any dog suffering from a contagious disease or skin 
condition onto any public place or allow such dog to 
enter or remain on a public place. 

Contagious 
Disease 

 
 
12.3 Dogs In Vehicles 
 
12.3.1 No person, being the owner of any dog, shall:  
   

(a) Take the dog in a vehicle or leave the dog unattended 
in a vehicle unless the vehicle is properly ventilated; 
 

Dogs confined  
in vehicles 

(b) In a public place allow the dog to ride on the open 
tray of a vehicle unless it is kept under control by a 
chain or rope that prevents the dog from leaving the 
tray. 

Dogs on an  
open tray 

 
 
12.4 Removal Of Faeces 
 
12.4.1 The owner of any dog that defecates in a public place 

or on land or premises other than that occupied by the 
owner shall immediately remove and dispose of the 
faeces. 

Faeces 
 removed 

 
 
12.5 Confinement Of Bitches 
 
12.5.1 The owner of any bitch, while the bitch is in season, 

shall: 
 

Bitch in 
 season 

(a) Keep it confined and not allow it in any public place;   
(b) Provide it with adequate exercise.  

 



 
 

 

12.6 Offence To Incite Dogs To Attack 
 
12.6.1 The owner of any dog shall not cause or allow the 

dog to rush at, attack, startle or worry any person or 
animal in a public place. 

 Dogs not to 
attack 

 
12.7 Aggravation of Dogs 
 
12.7.1 No person shall wilfully or negligently cause any dog to behave or contribute to any 

dog behaving in such a manner that would, if that person were the owner of the 
dog, constitute a breach of the obligations imposed by paragraphs (e), (f), or (g) of 
Section (5)(1) of the Dog Control Act 1996 

 
* * * * * 

 

Amended in 
accordance with 
Special Order 
confirmed at the 
Council’s Ordinary 
meeting held on 
2 July 2001 



 
 

 

This By-law was made by Special Order passed at the Ordinary Meeting of the Wanganui 
District Council on the 19th day of May 1997, and confirmed at the Ordinary Meeting of the 
Council held on the 30th day of June 1997, when it was ordered to come into force on the 31st 
day of July 1997. 
 
THE COMMON SEAL OF THE 
MAYOR, COUNCILLORS AND 
CITIZENS OF THE DISTRICT 
OF WANGANUI was affixed 
hereto in the presence of: 
 
 
 
 
...................................................................... 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
...................................................................... 
Chief Executive Officer 
 



 
 

WANGANUI DISTRICT COUNCIL 
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Part 20 
 

PUBLIC PLACES, PARKS and RESERVES 
 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 
 

The Local Government Act 1974 gives authority to the Council to adopt by-laws to regulate 
the activities which can be carried out on roads,  in public places and reserves. This Part of 
this By-law controls a diverse range of activities to ensure that acceptable standards of 
convenience, safety, visual amenity and civic values are maintained for the well-being and 
enjoyment of citizens, visitors and businesses within the District. In particular this Part 
controls damage to public facilities such as roads, grass verges, garden areas and reserves. It 
also controls activities within public places and reserves which may have an adverse effect on 
other users of these facilities. Reference should be made to the Trading in Streets and Public 
Places Parts of this By-law which control commercial activities in these areas. 
 
Several sections of the Local Government Act 1974 in particular, and other relevant Acts, 
outline the powers and requirements of the Council in regard to streets, public places and 
reserves. Areas of control so prescribed are not necessarily repeated within this By-law, and 
therefore the relevant sections of the Local Government Act 1974 and other Acts should be 
read in conjunction with it. 
 
Terms used in this Part are defined in Part 1 By-law Administration. 
 



 
 

 

20.1 RESTRICTED ACTIVITIES 
 
20.1.1 No person shall in a public place: 
 
 a) Place or leave any materials or substances 

likely to be hazardous or injurious to any 
person. 

 
 b) Use a bicycle, skateboard, roller-skate or 

similar device in a manner likely to be 
hazardous or injurious to any person or to 
cause damage to any property.  

 
 c) Place or leave any household or trade refuse in 

a public litter receptacle. 
 
 d) Consume, inject or inhale any mind altering 

substances except as prescribed for a medical 
condition, or offer or sell such substances to 
any person. For the purposes of this sub-
clause, the inhalation of a mind altering 
substance shall include the act of what is 
commonly known as glue sniffing in its 
various forms and with its various 
constituents. 

 
 e) Damage, interfere with, destroy or remove any 

grass, soil, plot, flower bed, tree, shrub or 
plant or any inscription or label relating to it. 

 
 f) Permit or cause wastage of water. 
 
 g) Set fire to any vegetation. 
 
 h) Kill, injure or interfere with or take any 

animal, bird’s nest or bird’s egg. 
 
 i) Light any fire except at fire places specially 

provided, or in an appliance designed for 
outdoor cooking, subject to any restriction 
lawfully imposed by the Council on the 
lighting of fires. 

 
 j) Obstruct or impede lawful access to premises 

facing on to the public place. 
 
 k) Allow any fence to be in a condition likely to 

cause injury to persons in a public place. 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
Hazardous Substances 
 
 
 
Hazardous Behaviour  
 
 
 
 
Refuse 
 
 
Mind Altering Substances 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Damage 
 
 
 
Water Wastage 
 
Vegetation Fires 
 
Birds 
 
 
Fire 
 
 
 
 
 
Obstruction 
 
 
Fences 



 
 

 

Liquor Control 
 
20.1.2 No person shall, in a public place within any 

Liquor Ban Area;- 
 

a) Consume liquor. 

b) Possess liquor. 

c) Bring liquor. 
 

 20.1.3  The Council may, from time to time, by 
resolution and subject to the erection of suitable 
warning signs specify any part or parts of the 
District as a liquor Ban Area to which this Part 
applies provided every such resolution is publicly 
notified at least fourteen (14) days before it takes 
effect.   

 
20·1·4 Clause 20·1·2 does not prohibit, in the case of 

liquor in an unopened bottle or other unopened 
container, – 

 
 (a) the transport of that liquor from premises 

that adjoin a public place during any period 

when, under the Sale of Liquor Act 1989, it 

is lawful to sell liquor on those premises 

for consumption off the premises, provided 

the liquor is promptly removed from the 

public place. 

 
 (b) the transport of that liquor from outside a 

public place for delivery to premises that 

adjoin the public place, provided the 

premises are licensed for the sale of liquor 

under the Sale of Liquor Act 1989. 

 
 (c) the transport of that liquor  from outside a 

public place to premises that adjoin a 

public place - 

 

 Amended in accordance with 
Special Order confirmed at 
the Council’s Ordinary 
meeting held on 3 July 2000. 
 
Revoked by Special Order 
24 February 2003. 
 
20.1.2 to 20.1.8 inserted in 
accordance with resolution 
by Council 21 June 2004.  
 
The Liquor Ban Area is 
described and shown on a 
map attached to Part 1 
Administration, of this 
Bylaw. 



 
 

 

  (i) by, or for delivery to, a resident of 

those premises or by his or her bona 

fide visitors; or 

 
  (ii) from those premises to a place 

outside the public place by a resident 

of those premises, provided the liquor 

is promptly removed from the public 

place. 

 
20·1·5 Any person whom an Officer or member of the 

Police believes on reasonable grounds is 
committing or has committed an offence against 
this part of the bylaw, and fails or refuses when 
required by the Officer or member of the Police 
to give his/her name and/or address, or give a 
false name and/or address, or fails or refuses to 
give the name and whereabouts of any other 
person connected in any other way with the 
alleged offence, he/she shall be guilty of an 
offence against the Act and liable on summary 
conviction to a fine not exceeding $5,000. 

 
20·1·6 A member of the Police may, without warrant – 
 
 (a) For the purpose of ascertaining whether 

liquor is present, search – 
 
  (i) a container (for example, a parcel, 

package, bag, or case) in the 

possession of a person who is in, or 

entering, a public place within a 

Liquor Ban Area. 

 
  (ii) a vehicle that is in, or is entering, a 

public place within a Liquor Ban 
Area. 

 
 (b) Seize and remove liquor and its container if 

the liquor is in a public place within a 

Liquor Ban Area in breach of this bylaw. 

 

  



 
 

 

 (c) Arrest a person whom the member of the 

Police finds committing an offence against 

this bylaw. 

 
 (d) Arrest a person who has refused to comply 

with a request by a member of the Police  – 

 
(i) to leave a public place within a  
          Liquor Ban Area; or 

 
  (ii) to surrender to a member of the 

Police the liquor that, in breach of 

this bylaw, is in that person’s 

possession. 

 
20·1·7 Before exercising the power of search under 

Clause 20·1·6(a) in relation to a container or a 
vehicle, a member of the Police must – 

 
 (a) inform the person in possession of the 

container or the vehicle, as the case may 

be, that he or she has the opportunity of 

removing the container or the vehicle from 

a public place within a Liquor Ban Area; 

and 

 
 (b) provide the person with a reasonable 

opportunity to remove the liquor or the 

vehicle, as the case may be, from a public 

place within a Liquor Ban Area. 

 
20·1·8 Breach of Bylaw and Penalty 
 
 Any person who acts in breach of 20.1.2 of this 

bylaw commits an offence and on summary 
conviction is liable to a fine not exceeding 
$20,000. 

 

  

   



 
 

 

 
20.2 ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO A LICENCE 
 
20.2.1 No person shall, except with the appropriate 

licence issued by the Council, in a public place: 
 

  
 
 
Licences 
 
 

 a) Place or leave any material or thing that could 
obstruct the public right of passage. 

 
 b) Solicit any subscription or donation. 
 
 c) Erect or allow to remain any stall, booth, tent, 

swing, amusement device or structure of any 
kind. 

 
 d) Conduct aircraft operations of any kind, 

including hot air ballooning, hang gliding, and 
parachuting. 

 
e)  Participate in any assembly or associate with 

other persons in a public place in such a way 
as to impede pedestrian or vehicular access to 
shops or premises facing on to the public 
place. 

 
 f) Stay overnight in an area not set aside for 

camping. In this context camping shall 
include the use of any vehicle for overnight 
accommodation whether or not the vehicle is 
specially fitted out for sleeping. 

 g) Allow any gate or door to swing over or 
across a public place. 

 

 Leaving Material 
 
 
Collections 
 
Structures 
 
 
 
Flying 
 
 
 
Assembly 
 
 
 
 
 
Camping 
 
 
 
 
 
Gates and Doors 

20.3 ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO SIGNS 
 
20.3.1 No person shall, in a public place, contrary to 

signs erected by the Council: 
 

  
 

 a) Bathe or wade in any water. 
 
 b) Play or practice any sport outside those areas 

designated for that purpose. 
 

 Swimming 
 
Sport 

 
20.4 RESERVES 
 
20.4.1 No person shall on any reserve: 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 a) Enter or leave the reserve except through the 

openings, gateways, entrances or exits where 
provided. 

 
 b) Use any vehicle except in those areas 

designated for vehicular traffic. 
 
 c) Use any vehicle or ride or drive any horse or 

other animal without due care and attention 
and without reasonable consideration for other 
persons using the reserve. 

 
 d) Use any vehicle or ride or drive any horse or 

other animal in such a manner as to cause 
damage to the reserve. 

 
 e) Park a vehicle in contravention of signs or 

markings erected or placed by the Council. 

  
Entrances 
 
 
 
Vehicles 
 
 
Vehicles and Animals 
 
 
 
 
Damage By Vehicles or 
Animals 
 
 
Parking 

 
20.4.2 The Council may from time to time by resolution 

publicly notified: 

  

 
 a) Establish conditions for the use of any reserve 

or part of any reserve. 
 
 b) Determine the times that any reserve or part of 

any reserve shall be closed to the public. 
 
 c) Restrict access by the public to any reserve or 

part of any reserve at specified times for such 
purpose as the Council shall specify in any 
such resolution and including for private use 
or for the holding of a private function. 

  
Conditions 
 
 
Times 
 
 
Restricted access 
 
 
Private use 

 
20.4.3 No person shall breach the conditions of use of a 

reserve. 

  
Breach of Conditions 

 
20.5 LICENCES TO OCCUPY 
 
20.5.1  The Council may from time to time grant to any 

person a licence to occupy any public place or 
part of a public place, other than land designated 
as a reserve under the Reserves Act 1977, on 
such terms and conditions as the Council shall 
determine.  

 
* * * * * * * 

 
 
 

 
 
Licences to Occupy 



 
 

 

This By-law was made by Special Order passed at the Ordinary Meeting of the Wanganui 
District Council on the 17th day of June 1996, and confirmed at the Ordinary Meeting of the 
Council held on the 5th day of August 1996, when it was ordered to come into force on the 
30th day of August 1996. 
 
 
 
THE COMMON SEAL OF THE 
MAYOR, COUNCILLORS AND 
CITIZENS OF THE DISTRICT 
OF WANGANUI was affixed 
hereto in the presence of: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...................................................................... 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
...................................................................... 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 



 
 

WANGANUI DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

WANGANUI DISTRICT BY-LAW 
 

1996 
 

PART 21 
 

REFUSE 
 

Amended and Effective 1 September 1998 
 
 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 
 
The objectives of this Part of the By-law are to: 
 
* Facilitate the collection and disposal of refuse in a safe, effective and efficient 

manner. 
 
* Protect the general public from the nuisance and annoyance of refuse. 
 
* Protect collectors from hazardous substances. 
 
It allows the Council to fix the days for collection and to authorise persons to collect refuse 
within the District. 
 
The Health Act 1956 requires the licensing of Offensive Trades including refuse collectors. 
 
Terms used in this Part are defined in Part 1 By-law Administration. 



 
 

 

21.1 REFUSE 
 
21.1.1 No person shall cause or allow to remain any 

accumulation of refuse in any public place unless 
contained in a receptacle put out for collection in 
accordance with the requirements of this By-law. 

Accumulation of 
refuse 

   
21.1.2 Every receptacle put out for collection shall be 

stapled or tied or otherwise sealed to prevent 
spillage. 

Sealing of 
receptacles 

   
21.1.3 No receptacle shall be put out for collection if it is 

torn, punctured or softened by prolonged exposure 
to moisture or if it is likely to collapse or split when 
reasonably handled. 

Damaged 
receptacles 

   
21.1.4 Receptacles  for collection shall be placed adjacent 

to the occupier's premises in an upright position as 
close to the kerb as is possible without obstructing 
the footpath or road. 

Receptacle 
position 

   
21.1.5 No person shall deposit or permit to be deposited in 

any receptacle for collection: 
 

Prohibited 
materials 

a)  
b) 

 
 

c) 
d) 

Any hazardous substance; 
Any machinery or part thereof or any metal or other 
refuse which could damage collection or disposal 
equipment; 
Dead animals; 
Any trade refuse. 
 

Hazardous 
substances 
 
 
Animals 
Trade 

 For the purposes of By-law 21.1.5 a rural refuse 
station bin shall be deemed to be a receptacle. 
 

 

21.1.6 No person shall open, damage, interfere with or 
remove a receptacle or recyclables placed out for 
refuse collection.  
 

Interference with 
receptacle or 
recyclables 



 
 

 

21.2 REFUSE COLLECTION BY COUNCIL CONTRACTORS 
 
21.2.1 Any person putting out any refuse for collection by 

refuse collectors contracted by the Council to 
collect refuse on the Council’s behalf (“the Council 
Contractors”) shall, in addition to the requirements 
of By-law 21.1, comply with the following 
conditions: 
 

Additional 
requirements 

a)  The only receptacles to be used shall be of a type 
approved by the Council, which approval may 
include a maximum allowable weight. 
 

Approved 
receptacles 

b) Only approved receptacles having a Council 
approved prepaid label attached will be collected by 
the Council Contractors. 
 

Prepaid label 

c) Recyclables put out for collection shall be securely 
packaged but need not be placed in a receptacle. 
Different types of recyclables shall be separately 
packaged. 
 

Recycling 

d) Refuse shall be put out for collection  on the 
collection day  as resolved and notified by the 
Council to be the collection day for that area, but 
not later than 8.00am on that day. 
 

Times 

e) Receptacles shall be removed from any public place 
on the collection day. 

Removal of 
receptacles 
 

21.2.2 The Council may, by publicly notified resolution 
(referred to in this part of the By-law as “a refuse 
licensing resolution”), resolve that the commercial 
collection or transportation of refuse, or refuse of a 
specified type, or refuse put out for collection in a 
specified type of receptacle, shall be subject to the 
licensing provisions of this part of the By-law. 
 

Licence 

21.2.3 The Council may, by publicly notified resolution, 
vary or rescind a refuse licensing resolution. 
 

Change to 
Licence 



 
 

 

 
21.2.4 Except pursuant to a licence granted by the Council 

under this by-law, no person, other than the Council 
Contractors, shall carry on any trade or business 
involving the collection or transportation of refuse 
of a type, or contained in any receptacle of a type, 
that is specified in a refuse licensing resolution. 
 

Licence for 
Commercial 
Collectors 

 
21.3 SPECIAL PICK-UP OF REFUSE 
 
21.3.1 Refuse for the purpose of any special collection 

approved by the Council shall: 
Special collection 

   
a) Not be put out earlier than the day prior to the day 

fixed for that collection; 
 

Times 

b) Be placed adjacent to the occupier’s premises and 
be neatly stacked in a manner which does not 
endanger or obstruct pedestrians or vehicles passing 
by; 
 

Position 

c) Be able to be readily uplifted.  Special prior 
arrangements can be made with the Council for 
volumes greater than approximately one cubic 
metre in which case the Council may levy a charge. 

Quantity 

 
21.4 REFUSE COLLECTION BY OTHER COLLECTORS 
 
21.4.1 Any person putting out any refuse for collection by 

a refuse collector other than the Council Contractors 
shall in addition to the requirements of By-law 21.1 
comply with the following conditions:  
 

Private collection 

a) Refuse shall be put out for collection not earlier 
than the day of collection being the day agreed with 
the refuse collector as being the day of collection; 
 

Times 

b) Receptacles shall be removed from any public place 
on the collection day. 
 

Removal of 
receptacles 

 
21.5 REFUSE COLLECTION - RURAL AREAS 
 
21.5.1 Only persons resident within the designated area 

served by a refuse disposal facility shall deposit 
refuse at that refuse disposal facility. 
 

Local use 



 
 

 

21.5.2 At a refuse disposal facility refuse shall be placed in 
the refuse station bin only and shall not litter the 
site.  
 

No overflows 

21.5.3 Where the refuse station site contains separate bins 
for different types of refuse, including recyclables, 
no person shall place in any bin any refuse other 
than the type of refuse for which the bin is so 
designated. 

Designated bins 

 
21.6 REFUSE DISPOSAL FACILITIES 
 
21.6.1 The Council may from time to time by resolution:  
   

a) prescribe charges to be paid in respect of the public 
use of refuse disposal facilities; 
 

Charges 

21.6.2 No person shall use a refuse disposal facility in 
breach of the conditions imposed by the Council. 
 

Conditions 

21.6.2 No person shall use a refuse disposal facility in 
breach of the conditions imposed by the Council. 

Breach of 
conditions 

   
21.6.3 No person shall unless authorised by the Council in 

any refuse disposal area: 
 

 

a) Enter or loiter therein; 
 

Loitering 

b) Deposit or disturb any article, material or refuse 
therein; 
 

Disturbing refuse 

c) Remove any article, material or refuse therefrom. Scavenging 
 



 
 

 

This By-law was amended by Special Order passed at the Ordinary Meeting of the Wanganui 
District Council on the 6th day of July 1998, and confirmed at the Ordinary Meeting of the 
Council held on the 17th day of August 1998, when it was ordered to come into force on the 
1st day of September 1998. 
 
 
 
 
THE COMMON SEAL OF THE 
MAYOR, COUNCILLORS AND 
CITIZENS OF THE DISTRICT 
OF WANGANUI was affixed 
hereto in the presence of: 
 
 
 
 
 
...................................................................... 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
...................................................................... 
Chief Executive Officer 
 



 
 

WANGANUI DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

WANGANUI DISTRICT BY-LAW - 1995 
 

PART 22 - TRADING IN STREETS AND PUBLIC PLACES 
 
 

Explanatory Note 
 
 

The Local Government Act 1974 enables the Council to regulate the use of any street, reserve, 
recreation ground or public place under the control of the Council and to licence and regulate 
the activities of mobile and travelling shops and itinerant traders. 
 
The objective of this Part of the By-law is to control trading activities in streets, reserves, 
recreation grounds and public places to ensure appropriate standards of convenience, safety, 
visual amenity and civic values are maintained. 
 
Trading in streets and public places includes the following activities: 
 
a. The display of goods on the footpath by shopkeepers outside their shops. 
b. Entertainers and musicians. 
c. Operation of mobile shops. 
d. Intermittent street traders granted permission for short periods of time. 
e. Long term street traders. 
f. Trading by charitable and community organisations. 
g. Outdoor cafes. 
h. Hawkers. 
i. Hire of recreational equipment. 
j. Special events. 
 
All of these activities have the potential to impact on the visual amenity, business viability of 
established businesses, safety, and the civic values of our District.  An effective control 
system is necessary to ensure appropriate standards are maintained. 
 
This Part of the By-law provides the framework for control and approval procedures. 
 
Terms used in this Part are defined in Part 1 - By-law Administration. 
 



 
 

 

22.1 Street Trading 
 
22.1.1 No person shall, without the appropriate licence issued by 

the Council, in a public place: 
 
 a. Sell, hire or distribute any food, refreshments, 

newspapers, periodicals, lottery tickets or raffle 
tickets, or otherwise display, advertise, sell or offer 
any goods or services of any kind whatsoever. 

 
 b. Place any table, trestle, chair, seat or display stand, 

or hang or suspend any article for any purpose in 
Clause 22.1.1(a). 

 
22.1.2 No person shall place any video games machine, or similar 

device on any public place. 

 Permits required 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Video Game 
  Machines 
 

 
 
22.2 Mobile Shops and Hawkers 
 
22.2.1 No person shall, without a licence issued by the Council, 

operate a mobile or travelling shop or operate as a hawker. 
 

 
 
 
 
 Licence required 

22.2.2 No person shall operate a mobile or travelling shop or 
operate as a hawker within 300 metres of any business 
(including another mobile or travelling shop) open for the 
sale of similar goods. 

 Conflict of Trade 

 
 
22.3 Food Stalls 
 
22.3.1 No person shall, without a licence issued by the Council, 

operate a food stall in a public place. 

 

 
 
22.4 Buskers, Street Musicians 
 
22.4.1 No person shall, without a licence issued by Council, use 

any portion of a public place for the purpose of busking. 

 
 
  
 
 Permission to  
 Entertain  
  



 
 

 

 
22.5 Special Events 
 
22.5.1 The Council may grant an exemption in whole or part, 

with such modifications as are desirable in the 
circumstances, from compliance with any requirements of 
this part of the By-law, for any event, function or gathering 
to which Section 709A of the Act refers. 

 
 
 Special Events 

 
 
22.6 Licences 
 
22.6.1 Every application for a licence shall be made pursuant to 

the provisions of Part 1, By-law, Administration. 
 
22.6.2 Every application for a licence to operate on a State 

Highway, on which the speed limit is above the urban 
speed limit, shall be accompanied by an appropriate 
licence issued by Transit New Zealand. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 State Highways 

 
22.6.3 The Council may revoke or suspend a licence for the 

activities specified in Part 22, Trading in Streets and 
Public Places on giving 48 hours notice of intention on the 
grounds that the licensed activity may interfere with 
intended roadworks or with normal rights of passage.  A 
refund of a proportionate amount of the licence fee may be 
made to the licence holder. 

 

 
 Suspending 
 Licences 

22.6.4 Every application for a licence for the activities specified 
in Part 22, Trading in Streets and Public Places shall 
include a statement specifying the class or classes of goods 
in which the applicant desires to trade, and in the case of 
the first application shall be accompanied by testimonials 
from at least two responsible persons that the applicant is 
of good character. 

 References 

 
22.6.5 Every licence holder shall display the current licence in a 

prominent place visible to the public at all times while 
trading. 

 
 Display of permit  
 or licence 
 

 
 
22.7 Enforcement 
 
22.7.1 Any person who is trading or busking in a public place in 

breach of this By-law or in breach of the conditions 
imposed in a licence shall, when required to do so by an 
officer or a Police Officer, immediately remove from the 
public place all trade goods, instruments, signs, stalls, 

 
 
 
 
 Removal of goods 



 
 

 

vehicles and other equipment used by that person for 
trading or busking. 

 
22.7.2 Where any person fails or refuses to comply with a 

requirement of an officer or Police Officer made pursuant 
to Clause 22.7.1 hereof, the officer or Police Officer may 
remove from the public place at the expense of that person 
any trade goods, instruments, signs or offending vehicles 
and other equipment used by that person. 

 Confiscation 

 
22.7.3 Any trade goods, signs, stalls or offending vehicles and 

other equipment removed by an officer or Police Officer, 
shall be kept in safe custody on the Council’s premises and 
shall be released to the owner upon payment of the 
expenses and costs of removal. 

 
 Costs 

 
 



 
 

 

This By-law was made by Special Order passed at the Ordinary Meeting of the Wanganui 
District Council on the 7th day of August 1995, and confirmed at an Ordinary Meeting of the 
Council held on the 18th day of September 1995, when it was ordered to come into force on 
the 2nd day of October 1995. 
 
 
 
THE COMMON SEAL OF THE 
MAYOR, COUNCILLORS AND 
CITIZENS OF THE DISTRICT 
OF WANGANUI was affixed 
hereto in the presence of: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...................................................................... 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
...................................................................... 
Chief Executive Officer 
 



 
 

WANGANUI DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

WANGANUI DISTRICT BY-LAW - 1995 
 

PART 23 - TRAFFIC 
 

Explanatory Note 
 
 

The objective of this Part of the By-law is to facilitate traffic management and parking control 
measure, in respect of roads, public places, and parking areas under the control of the Council. 
 
It provides measures to ensure that acceptable standards are maintained for the safe and 
orderly movement of traffic within the Wanganui District. 
 
Parking control measures for roads and parking areas are also covered by this Part, and it 
includes requirements necessary for the control of car park buildings. 
 
Provisions are made for the setting aside of areas of certain streets for the exclusive use by 
residents and their visitors for the parking of their motor vehicles. 
 
The Transport Act 1962 and the Local Government Act 1974 contain the delegated powers of 
the Council, including the power to make By-laws regulating traffic and parking.  These Acts 
should be referred to and read in conjunction with this Part. 
 
Terms used in this Part are defined in Part 1 - By-law Administration. 



 

 

 
23.1  
23.1.1  
 
  
 

Metered Parking 
 
The Council may, from time to time, by resolution: 
 
a. Specify a road or any part of it or any parking place to be a 

metered zone. 
 
b. Specify the maximum time allowed for the parking of a 

vehicle in a metered space on any one occasion. (“The 
maximum authorised time”). 

 
c. Specify the fees payable for the parking of vehicles within 

a metered zone. 
 
d. Specify the days and times that fees shall be payable for 

parking of vehicles within a metered zone. 
 

 

23.1.2 It shall be unlawful for any person to cause a vehicle to be 
parked in a metered zone without having paid the appropriate 
fee, or to allow it to remain therein after expiration of the 
maximum authorised time. 
 

Fees 

23.1.3  Where a parking machine issues a receipt, the receipt shall be 
prominently displayed inside the vehicle on either the 
dashboard or windscreen and where the vehicle is a motorcycle, 
the receipt shall be prominently displayed on the speedometer 
of the motorcycle. 
 

Receipt Display 

23.1.4 If a metered space is parallel to the kerb or footpath, the driver 
of a vehicle intending to occupy it shall park the vehicle so that 
it shall be facing in the direction of movement of traffic on that 
side of the street, and so that the vehicle shall be as close as 
practicable to the centre of the metered space. 
 

Parallel Parking 
 
 
 
 
 

23.1.5 If a metered space is at an angle to the kerb or footpath the 
driver of a vehicle intending to occupy it shall park the vehicle 
so that it is facing the kerb or channel. 
 

Angle Parking 

23.1.6 No person shall park a vehicle across or on any line marking a 
metered space and shall ensure that it is kept within that space 
unless by reason of its size it may be necessary for the vehicle 
to extend onto an adjoining and unoccupied metered space.  In 
such event the driver shall be liable to pay a parking fee for 
each space so occupied. 
 

 



 

 

 
23.1.7 No person shall drive a vehicle into a metered space which is 

already occupied by another vehicle, except: 
 

 

 a. It shall be lawful for more than one motor cycle, but no 
other vehicle, to occupy the same space. 

 
b. If the metered space is parallel to the kerb or footpath no 

motorcycle shall be parked in a manner that causes an 
obstruction to any vehicle using or attempting to use an 
adjacent space.  

 
c. Where more than one motorcycle occupies a metered 

space at which a parking meter is affixed it shall not be 
necessary for the payment of more than one parking fee 
but where the parking meter shows that the maximum 
authorised time has expired, the person in charge of every 
motorcycle therein shall be held to be severally liable and 
therefore to have committed an offence under Clause 
23.1.2. 

 
d. Where more than one motorcycle occupies a metered 

space controlled by a parking machine which issues a 
receipt the parking fee shall be payable in respect of each 
motorcycle. 

 

Parking of 
Motorcycles 

23.1.8 Where a designated motorcycle park exists in a metered zone 
Clause 23.1.7 shall not apply. 
 

 

23.1.9 No person shall misuse or interfere with a parking meter or 
parking machine nor insert into it anything other than the coin 
or coins or approved method of payment prescribed by 
resolution of the Council as the fee payable for parking in a 
metered space and displayed on the parking meter or parking 
machine. 
 

Misuse of Meters 

23.1.10 Whenever the Council is of the opinion that any metered space 
or parking place should be temporarily discontinued as a 
parking space, it may place a sign or other device indicating 
that no vehicle shall park at such metered space or parking 
place, and no person shall park a vehicle at such metered space 
or parking place while such sign or device is so placed. 
 

Temporary 
Discontinuance of 
Parking 

23.2 Restricted Parking  
 
23.2.1 

 
The Council may, from time to time, by resolution and subject 
to the erection of the signs prescribed by the Transport Act 
1962 or any regulations thereunder: 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
a. specify roads or any part of a road on which the parking of 

specified vehicles is prohibited or restricted, 
 
b. specify roads or any part of a road on which there is time 

restricted parking either generally or at specified times, 
 
c. specify roads or any part of a road for the exclusive use for 

the parking of vehicles driven by or carrying disabled 
persons, 

 
d. specify roads or any part of a road on which the parking of 

heavy motor vehicles is prohibited or restricted, 
 
e. specify roads or any part of a road as a stopping place for 

passenger service vehicles either generally or at specified 
times, 

 
f. specify roads or any part of a road as a loading zone for the 

exclusive use of goods service vehicles and restrict the 
period of parking time in a loading zone either generally or 
at specified times, and 

 
g. specify roads or any part of a road for the exclusive use for 

the parking of motorcycles. 
 

 

23.2.2 No person shall park a vehicle in contravention of signs or 
markings erected or placed pursuant to this By-law. 

General Parking 
Restrictions 
 

23.2.3 No person shall park a vehicle on a parking space reserved and 
marked out for the exclusive use of vehicles driven by or 
carrying disabled persons unless an authorised disabled permit 
or card is prominently displayed inside the vehicle on either the 
dashboard or the windscreen. 
 

 

23.2.4 No person shall use or park a vehicle so that any part of the 
vehicle encroaches upon any footpath. 
 

Vehicles on 
Footpaths 
 

23.2.5 No person shall unload any vehicle in such a manner as to 
cause or be likely to cause damage to any part of any footpath. 
 

 

23.2.6 No person shall erect or place any cycle stand on any road or 
footpath without obtaining the prior written permission of the 
Council. 
 

Placement of 
Cycle Stands 

23.2.7 No driver or person in charge of any vehicle shall permit any 
part of the vehicle or its load to be on or over or in front of any 
area reserved for the parking of cycles or motor cycles. 
 

Obstruction 



 

 

23.2.8 No person shall park a vehicle on a grass berm where it causes 
or is likely to cause damage to the grass berm. 
 

 

23.3 Residents Exclusive Parking 
 

 

23.3.1 The Council may, from time to time, by resolution and subject 
to the erection of signs and road markings: 
 

 

 a. Specify roads or any part of a road either generally or at 
specified times as reserved for the exclusive parking of 
vehicles of persons holding the appropriate residents 
parking permit.  (“Residents parking zone”). 

 
b. Specify the addresses of residences whose occupants shall 

be entitled to apply to the Council for a permit to park in a 
residents parking zone (“Residents parking permit”). 

 
c. Fix fees for the purchase by residents of residents parking 

permits. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fees 

23.3.2 No person shall park a vehicle in a residents parking zone 
unless the appropriate residents parking permit is prominently 
displayed on either the dashboard or the windscreen of the 
vehicle. 
 

 

23.3.3 The occupier of a residence specified in the resolution may 
apply to the Council for a residents parking permit. 
 

 

23.3.4 Not more than three residents permits shall be issued for each 
household 

Number of 
Permits 
 

23.3.5 A residents parking permit shall be returned to the Council 
immediately the resident ceases to be entitled to the permit. 
 

Return of Permit 

23.4 Cycle Tracks 
 

 

23.4.1 The Council may, from time to time, by resolution, fix the 
length, route and siting of a public cycle track. 
 

 
 

23.4.2 Every vehicle shall give way to cyclists on cycle tracks, 
provided however that this obligation shall not prejudice the 
parking of vehicles on a cycle track that forms part of the 
carriageway of a road and on which parking of vehicles is not 
prohibited by any other By-law. 
 

Cyclists Right of  
Way 

23.4.3 Where a cycle track is provided on a footpath, no person shall, 
except in case of emergency, ride a cycle upon a part of the 
footpath outside the limits of the cycle track. 
 

Cycle Track on 
Footpath 

23.4.4 Pedestrians shall have the right of way over cycles being ridden Right of Way to 



 

 

on a footpath cycle track. Pedestrians 
 

23.4.5 No person shall ride a cycle on a footpath except where a cycle 
track is provided on a footpath. 
 

 

23.4.6 For the purposes of By-law 23.4 only, the word “vehicle” shall 
not include a cycle. 
 

 

23.5 Heavy Motor Vehicles - Limitation 
 

 

23.5.1 No person shall drive a heavy motor vehicle on any road or part 
of a road specified in Schedule 1 hereto. 
 

 

23.5.2 Clause 23.5.1 shall not apply to emergency vehicles or any 
other vehicle that has been granted dispensation by the Council. 
 

 

23.6 One Way Traffic 
 

 

23.6.1 Vehicles on the roads from time to time specified in Schedule 2 
hereto shall travel only in the direction specified and signposted 
or marked out on the roadway. 
 

 

23.7 Turning Restrictions 
 

 

23.7.1 The Council may, from time to time, by resolution, subject to 
the erection of the signs prescribed by the Transport Act 1962 
or any regulations thereunder: 
 

 

 a. Specify roads or part of a road on which vehicles facing or 
travelling in one direction are prohibited from turning to 
face or travel in the opposite direction.  (“U-turn”). 

 
b. Specify roads or part of a road on which vehicles are 

prohibited or restricted from turning either to the right or 
to the left. 

 

 

23.7.2 No driver of a vehicle shall turn to the right or to the left on any 
road, or perform a u-turn thereon, where the Council has by 
resolution prohibited or restricted such turns. 
 

 

23.8 Skateboards, Roller Skates 
 

 

23.8.1 No person shall use a skateboard, roller skates or similar device 
on a footpath in the Central Business District Area, as defined 
in Part 1 of this By-law, or in a Neighbourhood Commercial 
Zone as defined in the Operative District Plan. 
 

 

23.8.2 Every person who fails to comply with 23.8.1 is liable to have 
the skateboard impounded by any officer or Police Officer.  
 

 



 

 

23.8.3 Any person claiming a skateboard which has been impounded 
pursuant to 23.8.2 shall: 
a. Satisfy the Council or its duly appointed officer that he or 

she is the owner or otherwise entitled to the custody and 
control of the skateboard; and 

b. Pay to the Council a fee of such amount as the Council may 
determine by resolution. 

 

 

23.8.4 The Council shall provide a secure place for any skateboard 
impounded under 23.8.2. 
 

 

23.8.5 The Council shall keep a register and enter details of every 
skateboard impounded and every person claiming a skateboard 
under this part of the By-law.  
 

 

23.8.6 Nothing contained in this part of the By-law shall render the 
Council or any officer liable in damages or  otherwise to any 
person for any skateboard impounded under 23.8.2. 
 

 

23.9 Removal of Vehicles 
 

 

23.9.1 Any vehicle parked in breach of any by-law may be removed 
by the Council and the reasonable cost of such removal shall  
 
 
be paid by the owner and/or driver of the vehicle. 
 

 

23.10 Miscellaneous 
 

 

23.10.1 No person shall display advertising material, either mobile, 
stationery, located on a vehicle, or otherwise, on any road or 
public place at a location where it could cause a distraction to 
drivers or adversely affect traffic safety. 
 

Advertising 

23.10.2 No person shall cause or permit or allow any vehicle owned or 
controlled by them to remain parked in or on any road or public 
place for the purpose of hire or sale or for the purpose of repair. 
 

 

23.10.3 No person shall drive any vehicle: 
 

 

 a. Over any hose in use for the time being in connection with 
an outbreak or alarm of fire PROVIDED THAT it shall not 
be an offence so to drive if hose bridges are provided or if 
the driver is directed so to drive by a Police Officer or any 
member of the Fire Service. 

 
b. In such a manner as to hinder or obstruct any member of 

the Fire Service engaged in connection with an outbreak or 
alarm of fire. 

Fire Hoses 

* * * * * * 

Amended in 
accordance 
with Special 
Order 
confirmed at 
the Council’s 
Ordinary 
meeting held 
on 

13 
August 
2001



 

 

This By-law was made by Special Order passed at the Ordinary Meeting of the Wanganui 
District Council on the 28th day of October 1997, and confirmed at an Ordinary Meeting of 
the Council held on the 9th day of December 1997, when it was ordered to come into force on 
the 16th day of December 1997. 
 
THE COMMON SEAL OF  
THE DISTRICT OF WANGANUI  
was affixed hereto by 
and in the presence of: 
 
 
 
 
 
......................................................................      
 Mayor  
 
 
 
 
 
.............................................................. 
 Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 
 




